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Goals

e To enhance the visitor experience within Andrew Brown Jr. park

e To foster within the visitor a sense of stewardship for the natural and cultural resources

e Increase Visitor knowledge of common plants, animals and fish found in Andrew Brown Jr. park

e Foster future generations with life long interests in the environment, animal watching, fishing, and preserving

Theme:
An unequalled natural area within the city of Coppell offering a treasure trove of outdoor life.

Sub-themes:

e The natural acres within the 67-acre park consist of a Riparian Forest, Ponds Marsh Lands and Managed Lands
e Life is abundant and available to interact with and enjoy in each distinctive area.

® Enjoying the natural resources more deeply connects us with nature, our community today and forever.

o History connects us with our past, provides a sense of belonging in the present and can help shape our future.
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Coppell park and Recreation Department mission statement:

Our mission is to maintain responsible stewardship of natural and allocated
resources to promote quality recreational and educational opportunities that
enhance the overall health of individuals and the community.
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Treasure Trove of Outdoor Life

This 148 acre park is the jewel of the City of Coppell park and recreation department. The large open areas provide unequalled opportunities for a wide array of
activities for all ages. Year-round this park offers wildlife, athletics, children’s area and numerous festive celebrations. The entire Andrew Brown Jr. Park
(ABJP) consists of three individual parks; West, Central and East.

The master plan for the park and trail system was created in 1981, and the Parks and Recreation Department has made the development of the park a priority for
many years. The park features many natural and made-made treasures. Along the north edge, the Denton Creek provide a riparian corridor, along the south edge
natural Marsh, Grass and Pond areas exist and centrally located three large ponds.

Kid Kountry, a child favorite nestled inside an Oak tree grove, the immense maze of tunnels, slides, swings and bridges is a child favorite.
The 7 miles of concrete and multi-use trail system is easily accessed by all citizens. Long range plans will connect Coppell’s trails to the larger
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Coppell Parks and Recreation Department offers numenous community programs
kavering & range of educatbonal 1oplcs including:
| *Solid Waste and Recycling Education
= Coppell Community Garden
*Community Organics Recycling Education
» Keep Coppell Beautiful Committee ¢
+Texas Smartscape - develaped by the North Central Texas Council of Governments
+Community Service and Service Leamning Projects
» Arbor Day Posters
*Clean Coppell Eanhfesy

« :‘!w Clly’uwr':.eldlalnillnnl s 579
et L ——Bry,
of Texas between the Blackland Belt . s, = y
/ and the Grand Prairie. . By &
Andrew Brown Jr
Parks and Recreation Department Namesake
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BEAUTIFUL The Coppell Park and Recreation Mission Statement is — “Our mission Mr. Brown served as mayor of Coppell. Texas
is to maintain responsible stewardship of natural and allocated for ten years, as testimony to his public
resources to promote quality recreational and educational service, the City of Coppell named the park
opportunities that enhance the overall health of individuals and the system, Andrew Brown Community Parks.
community.” Among his community activities, he has

. /A - i 1

B 1/4 Mile Marker E] Natural Grass Area El wildflowers he Dt Bfies. aumisve ICcam S e e e e

& Picnic Tables Ml Eish sz Fow [ Pond Area Prc-grar'ns]J for public education invo[vcmcn); Cn Sin i slpi enEC DD i

-l Frisbee Golf Course [ Natural Marsh Area [ Historical Coppell opportunities, and services that conserves and protects : Dallas AI] Sportf; Association, Circle 10 Boy

mm Multi Use Paved Trail [E] Managed Grass Area our region's air, water, land, and human resources. Scouts of America, and the Dallas Summer
Gravel Trail [ Riparian Forest KES CoPpRL Musicals

s Nature Trail BEAUTIFUL



Growing Lii(e a Weed

Texas Mative

The mast common native grass species in our climate and soil
conditions are; Buffalograss, Fescue, and Prairie Weed. Left
to grow wild, these species can range in height from several
inches to three feet. Thes small, preserved “MNotural Area”™ 1s
how all the land would appear if left to grow wild. The thick
brush iz an ideal habital for native insecis, birds, small
reptiles, and mammals

The domimond granses aee Rlmriem and Raifalo Graxs

Animals and Critters Ground Cover

The native insects, birds, small reptiles and : = The most familiar and common
mammals that inhabi this grassland area : ’

include: moesquitoes, grasshoppers, crickets,

r:]‘.u.dl;::l'h, Monarch butterilies, I'rul.lrl'l.'ll'.:, andd iy | 3 - Enppell became a residentia
Plains Blackhead Snakes, MNumerous birds, pesgas PP —— community, the grass covering
ingluding  Killdeer  and  Scissor  Tail ; v — . these native prairic pastures g
Flvcaicher, make their homes among the tall ¥ . provided rich grazing for the §
grasses. The birdhouses vou see nestled in the . ! greal herds of livestock

brush are home to these native birds which il !

I'Iiﬂl,.ll:ij.“:.‘ st a:ld I'l.-l.-d in l.lu;: 1|!|:icl; |"||'|.|:-'.|'|

Killira @ Nodigar Tl Flroatelier Crmrant Taoal




Soaring Above. Diving Below

Mo other area exemplifies the outdoor treasures of Andrew Brown Jr. Park more than the

birds, ducks and fish. Totaling mearly 40 aeres, the ponds provide the ideal environment for 1 L
a wide range of boath fish and fowl.
Birds

One of the more famous birds found here 15 the state bird of Texas- the
Mockingbird, Other native bird species that reside here vear round include: -'-a
Morthern Cardinal, Carolina Chickades, Blue Jay, Mormang Dowve, Egret, and Bluee .
Heron.

Andrew Brown Park iz located along the
migratory rouilc betweon Canada and the
Texas valley that brings numerous seasonal
'L"' birds such as Painted Bunbings, Barn
Swallows, and Whitg-eved Vireos

Candinal

Lling damgii ol
J prpte ing afTy® iedd Srousd i g Pr.-'----l i 'l'l'ﬂ'
Fiﬁh Night Mesan

fvare b of B nn.-i
W hether wuli:lnl: the sheorelines or ¢:|:.|.i|1.|_: fromm a Flii,!‘l'_ these gmall
Ducks lakes are an ideal place to fish, Even the most novice lishermen can
Rounding out the bird family are the many varicties of ducks- also called “waterfow]” because  pagsr g grand catch due to the rebust quantity and wide variety of
of their presence in the water. The ducks here are classified as puddle ducks. Puddle ducks species. Several common to north Texas found in Coppell’s ponds
can dive but prefer to feed by dabbling or tipping rather than submerging include: Black Bass, Croppy, Bluegill and Catfish. The largest
- pand has a water depth of nearly fifty feet, and some fish can grow

The common Species
to considerable sime.,

of ducks found at
Andrew  Brown Jr
Park are Mallards,
Conadian {reese,
Fintmls, Canvasback

Miock Fass

and Teal Awilard Davls Comadian (o




Swamp e

Wetlands improve the overall health of our environment by recharging and
|"|||.r|l-1.. ing El‘l.'nll"ld\l.ali;::r. n‘u‘:ld-,':l'ulill;:'. i |.'|1:|d.=.. redw;:nl: .'=.|.1i| cl‘l:'u:il:'u!l_ 4'||!u.1
providing recreation. Wetlands are nature's most produective ccosyvalem,
providing ¢ritical habitat to 900 wildlife speeies. Wetlands and marshes are
utilized for a myriad of purposes including sediment retention, water supply,
animal watering, aesthetics, and recreation.

@ dpids

with trees. Herbaceous plants, flourish in marshes where they can grow immersed in water of
varving levels. The thick brush and wel muddy conditions are ideal For providing a place 1o nest
and hide for many small animals and birds, as well as providing adequate food and water

Common marsh plants include cattails, water lilies, and arrowheads. Some clumps of sofi-
stemmed plants found in the marshes contain sedges and grasses

larywwr digos groes alosg caly Juaid gramy glso grows aloey ealpes

Insects Reptiles

Insects form an integral part of aguatic ecosystems The freshwater marsh is home o a wide variety of
They recycle much of the decaying plant and animal reptiles including: turtles, frogs, and the basic black,
material back inte the food chain. They are ; Texas Ral Snake

imporiani food for fish and waterfowl. Many of the

familiar biting insccis (mosquitocs, blackflies, Mot
horsefies, and deer Mies) start thewr hife eyeles in

lakes, ponds, rivers and sireams, Oiher common

local insecis are: draganflies, caddisilies, mayflies,

spiders, stonefies, beetles, and more.

[areemiosr F iy ‘ Tellawdplliga Nivaer Jarnle  Boad Tavrly
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Working the Fields

The prodommanl grans o Focws
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Shrnbou omd Power beai aer mavadadacd fim

Everyone loves o be outdoors. Howewer, the fact is much of the outdoors would simply be too harsh and uncomforiable in iis
natural state. 1f the land wasn't a marsh, it might be wooded, grown over with tall grass, or treacherous and rocky. To make
nature enjoyable moy require an entire team of professionals equip with a plan. The Coppell Parks Department 15 staffed with
landscape architects, soil and hydrology engineers, and arborists. Collectively, their job

i% to maintain and constantly revise park management plans, considering all facets of park care!

planning, improvements, maintenance, repar and operations

Planning

The park was originally designed in 1981 with the ullimate goal of ¢creating an open nature
preservie with dedicated areas for ponds, recreation fields, natural grass areas, woods and
architectural structures.

Native and Exotic Plants P AP
The primary native grass for Coppell s the wildlife-friendly BufMalograss, Bulalograss produces a

uniform and attractive turf that ranges in color from spring green to blue green. A shorl-grass prairie

native, it reaches o mature beight ot 4 1o 6 inches. Much of the grass here ot Andrew Brown Park is a

combination of both native and popular exotic species

Lawn Maintenance

Creating and maintaining quality turfgrass involves more than cutting the
grass. A dense, healthy turf demands proper mowing technigues, irmigation,
occastonal dethatching, and aerilication in addition o fertlization and pest
control, Today managing the land consists pnimanly of mowing just as you
might do a1 home,




Clear as Cla‘{:

rale in planming and enjoying our day outside

Texas Climate

Clouds

Forecasting the weather doesn't require any special equipment or
procedures. All vou need to dois go outside and look up at the clouds,
I's imporiant 10 know that not all clouds are the same, Clouwds can
come in different shapes, sizes, and colors. Reading clowd
characteristics is a great tool in forecasting the weather

+ Cyares glowds are ihin and wispy
They oo o wign of [ weaiker

" = Alingumabys glowds mrp kg Faeay

bibbles i boni g io%w s akdicalg @
u cold lrond 1 coming

» Mimbousirsius clouds src deck and
lira -Banging baging oo ipilainn

o Cumales closds ool like big coiten
balls ws the aly. Mormslly (hbey
dion’s casry ramn, bul dunag ithe wpring
il sy (hey o

tr + Cumalsnimbes closds arg ibandersiom -
elowds ikl hine beavy fami, thandsr Cnmulosimben cor seock boiphts
and liphdnizg aff 3030086 fire?

On a clear blue day we meight take o deep breath. The air smells clean, we feel invigorated and vibohity seems
endless. The ar has much o do with how we feel and what we do. Good weather conditions play a sigm Ncant

Texas is divided into 10 climate divisions by the Mational Weather Service, Coppell is located in the division
geographically referred te as Morth Central Texas, approximately 250 miles north of the Gulf of Mexico. The
climate is humid subtropical with hot summers, It is also continental, characterized by a wide annual
temperature range. Precipitation also varies considerably, ranging from less than 20 1o more than 50 inches

Alr Quality

s e

One wiy weather can affect air quality 15 through hgh temperature
and bright sunlight - just the right conditions when many of us like
to be putside. The higher the temperature and the more direct the

sunlight, the more oeone is produced
During summertime it 5 important

to wateh out for unhealthy levels of
opone.  Aar qualiny s also affected

by other factors ancluding wind

speed and wind direction, Poor air

quality 15 an unfortunale s50e we

musl keep in mind when planning

our ouldoar activities. Knowledge

and understanding of the air quality

classification 15 wise.
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Wooded Banks

Riparian Ecozong
This beautiful walk in the "urban Forest” is made possible by the neighboring Denton Creck. By definition, this is ksown as a Riparian
Forest because of ns procimity to the water. This ripanan forests form the transition between the sguatic and the terrestrial environment,
and helps control sediment. This reduces the domoging effects of Nooding and aids in stebilizing stream
R barks,  The creck :||-:1|:]_:_ the noeth 1.'|J|::|.: af the park provides the water for beautiful trees and thew
canogy.  Ripanan forests prodsce spprosomiately mimety percent of the tree and plant species found o
Andrew Brown Jr Park. Birds. snakes and insects live here but the most frequently seen animal is the
iy ."i|.||.|:|r|:-;'|

Trees

Bevond  beauty, trees  perform
important functions, Trees clean the
air by absorbing wr pollutands and
releasing ooovgen, They  reduce
erosion, temper climate, and create
wildlife habiai=

The predominant tree here i the o it vaber s o by sidh
Chak,  There arg over twenly Lypes
of oak wees, Inthis forest, the most
: common are Pecan, Bur Oak, Live
Touin ke Fim caerssh mps el v s woesind o pth Coder B bt Dhak ond Bed Ouak along with Cedar

COPPELL ' —
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Streets and Lawns

e willillfe fives in ihe posel waicr

L
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T Water Runoff

hid you ever think about what happens to a raindrop that falls in Coppell? 1t may land on a tree or
other vegetation and evaporate in the hot sun. It may land on a lawn and soak imo the ground, or i
- may land on a reoftop, driveway or roadway and fravel down the street, into a storm drain. Any

b rainwater in the Coppell area that does not evaporate or infiltrate the ground, but instead travels down

hill 1% considered water runol¥

Choaie mad
it poluic oF fler r—

We can choose

The choices we make affect the comtents of water in runoff. 1F our car leaks oil,
we pour paint thinner down the sewer or pour any contaimment on Lhe ground,
1.'|.'II1;:1I il |';.'|:i:|i:-':._ 1.|'|:'r:-':|..* !1u:i|.]:-'u. will mix and |I"|;'1l.1.: :i1 ifiley CiEE ZIFELMS, 1,:1't:‘t:'L:'i. :.'1|'H.|
ponds. When improperly disposed of, household hazardous waste can create a
potential nisk o people and the environment. Houwsehold hazardows wastes are
sometimes disposed of improperly by individuals pouring wastes down the drain,
on the ground, into storm sewers, or putting them out with the trash

City of Coppall

The Cuy of Coppell provides information 1o residents GNP NO WASTE

regurding proper disposal of Houschold Hazordous ‘Waste * {;r..-r'.-- :

(HHW).  HHW nems such as pool chemicals, pesticides, prroperly
houschold cleansers, aulomative wastes, batteries, computer (e 2R itiLt Th i)
cquipment, medical waste, mercury, paint, smoke detectors,

and various other mems should be dizcarded only by proper

disposal methods

by ddipascd iof




ln Harmon

W all love the outdoors, Ciettimg outside seeing and mieracting with nature
15 & poy most people chernish. Howewer, the realities of ety Iife requare us to
build owr homes, schools, shops and offices close together.  Striving o
achigve balance between homeowners, planners, developers, and wildlife is
the goal of planning

Benefits

Wildlafie can add 1o the enjoyment of everyday life. Watching o duck or a

squirrel offers penads of reloxation.  Wildhife provides opporiunities for

observing and photographing animals, fowers and seasons night near us

Muture also serves as an eduweational stimulus by stirmng curiosity, Moture
Fhe whsrrvation averfool showeares a plenngd commnity of homer g wildlifie can provide many benefits including recreation

r Andrew Brown Jr. Park

; Andrew Brown Jr. Park is the result of careful planming by Coppell’s leaders
in 1981, The crestion of a 153-mcre park would provide a large natural
T fowr i0s cineens willsoan ever I'un-in;:; 6w leave bivwn

Parks Dopartment Mission
e Our mission 1= (o maantan
Wiule open npaves pravide i resplic from arbas i responsible  stewardship  of
maaturad and allocated resounces o
promate quality recreational and
educational  opposiunaties  that
cnhance the overall health of
inchividimls and the commuinily,




Blooming Colors

Experis cstimate, there are over 200000 species of flowering planis in Morth America Those ihat grow in the wild or
on ther own, without cultivetion, are called waldbowers. Wildflowers can be native or naturalized.  Both types share
o common distinction: they are equipped to grow on therr own in naturne.

Taxas

Texas is home 10 more than five thousand species of wildflowers blooming all twelve months of the year. During
blooming season, March through May, vibrant and stunning Aowers paint fresh beauty omo the Texas landscape. The
state flower of Texas, the Bluehonnet makes a two or three week appearance every mid April. The Bluebonnet grows
only m Texss. The bluebommet s one of many species of wald lupnes. Accompanying the Bluebonnets wne seversd other
wildfowers common here: Mexican Red Hat, Black-eved Swans, Lilies, Pink Evening Primrose, and [Indian Blanket
amiong others

s mnrie Velors [aamd Frvisky [ et [k iy il g

City of Coppell

Join Keep Coppell Beawtiful each fall in wildflower seeding along the
trails at Moore Road Park. Darections: Go north on Moore Road 1o enter
parking ot Bemmisce on what Coppell looked Iike as a prane and do
the bullislo stomp with the berd of seeders. Volunteer Leader Seeders are
needied and wall be tmined in the wonders of Texas Wildilowers.

Call 972-462-5100 or emanl kebiwon coppell tx.us for more information
on how 1o get involvied

COPPELL




Untouchedj UHSPoiIeCI

Geiting off the concrete path can not only take us further into a natural surrounding it ean provide us
8 a glimpse of how Coppell might have looked B0 to 100 vears ago. Although Coppell i thought of as
a relatively young city (incorporated in 1955}, its roots can be traced back to the early 1880’

1832 §
TF In 1832, the farming community of "Grapevine Springs” was organized in the vicinity of the present-

- ; | day Grapevine Springs Park. By 1873, the community became known as "Gibbs,® in honor of Farmer

L ZET L0 L Texas Senator and Lieutenant Governor Barnett Gibbs. The communily changed its name agdin_ in

e mature srail hax chaged urle | 800 - this time to "Coppell®, in honor of George Coppell, the engineer credited with bringing the = .
railroad 1o the communily.

=

d (s
Thy awirance in 1

1820

Transportation has played a key role in the history of the City, The Colton
Belt Railroad (part of the 5t Lows and Southwestern Texas REailroad)
established the "O(nbbs Statwen™ i the communiy i TEEY, proveding
necded fransportation for the arca’s many Ffarms. The railroad was the
major form of transportation into the communny antl the 1920's, when
paved roads and auvtomobiles became more prevalent in the area, It was
ot wnbil the 196005 that the then-new Interstate Highway system extended
regional acecss near, but not through Coppell

So as yvou stroll through the forest, duck under a branch and walk on the
mulch path take a leok around. Much of the nature you see 15 as just has
always been

Ceppe ! ity hald, circo sarty J#80%

Frddge Ehwr Dynms § el
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Five Ponds

Lake or Pond?
The main difference between a lake and a pond is the size. A lake is usually defined
as a body of water large enough to have at least one wind-swept beach. Ponds usually
are not large enough for winds o blow across the water and create waves o wash
away the planis thai may be trving to lake rool, There are two ivpes of ponds,
permaneni and temporary. Permanent ponds exist vear-round. The water features
hiere 3t Andrew Brown e Park are prermanent pund5 .-"|.||_|'|-|,:|,|1;|'|_ the east '|'.||,1:|||J doe=s
have a small diri beach and has occassional small waves, it is a pond

The Fasp o d apprensnaely 5 ocees i@ size with o warer depal of searly 38 fear

Ponds at Andrew Brown Park

The ponds at Andrew Brown Jr. park were crcated when

construction toek place i 1981 Al fowr were dug-out

pits prior o flling. The dirt removed was used to raise
smalf Brack is focares ow the werd o

and create much of the surrounding land A A S I e . MY

Anglers  will  enjoy
abundant  large fish
which are annually
replenished as a result
of a program g¢arried
oul N cooperation
with Texas Parks and
Wildlife

Ponds often support a large variety of
animal and plam DLife. Wind and
slreams can carry i eggs, seeds, and
organisms that develop into various
life forms. Pond animals include birds,
cravfish, fish, frogs, insecis, and
turtles, Microscopic organisms  also
thrive in most ponds




Sometlﬂing for Everyone

APl (17
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Laap rrails alfow for cyolieg

Andrew Brown Jr, Park has something for everyone: athletic fields for
baseball, basketball, soceer, trails for jogging, skating, and biking, shufile
board, sand vollevball, open areas for dogs and kites fnsbee golf, Hshing,
dugk feeding and much more

COrganized Sports

{'1,1|,‘| p|;|| SUppor

weveral Sports

seiations ingluding

baseball, softball, lacrosse, voulth foothall, volleyhall
and basketball by facilitating supervised, competitive
games divided by age groups and sel into divisions

Trails
On any given day, the seven male Coppell Trasl System 15 brimming with
;1-:..:1i'|.'il:..' Wide conereli Fr:ﬂ]lur: allow For j_L'Il.'_Er."I'H. hikers, and walkers

Kids and Family

The Ciy of Coppell Parks and Recreation
Department offers seven annual special events
to the community. These events are fun for the
whole Family

There 15 one covered pavilion available for

reservalion ol Andeew Brown Jr {_"u:lmllull.l.l:}
Park East, (home of Kid Country playground )
This pavillion can sccommaodate up o 60
people and is supponied with washrooms and
drink fountains.
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