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General Description/Background of Interpretive Planning
Interpretation is an educational activity aimed at revealing meanings about cultural and natural resources.  Interpretation enhances our understanding, appreciation, and, therefore, protection of historical sites and natural wonders.  Interpretation is an informational and inspirational process that occurs in our parks, forests, wildlife refuges, zoos, museums and cultural sites.  While such places are inspirational in and of themselves, interpretation can add to a fuller understanding of their beauty and meaning, as well as protect their integrity. Interpretation tells the story behind the scenery or history of an area.  It’s a process that can help people see beyond their capabilities.  The most effective interpreters orchestrate their interpretation to elicit a response from the audience: astonishment, wonder, inspiration, action, sometimes tears.  
The definition offered by National Association for Interpretation (NAI) is: "Interpretation is a communication process that forges emotional and intellectual connections between the interests of the audience and the meanings inherent in the resource."  

Throughout the first half of the twentieth century, many different types of interpretive media became popular with visitors to historic sites and natural areas.  The end of World War II and a myriad of sociological factors put millions of travelers in cars searching out the world’s natural and cultural hot spots.  In 1957 Freeman Tilden published six “principles of interpretation”.  These set of principals, parallel earlier ideas championed by Enos Mills and John Muir, but Tilden is credited with the first formalization of interpretation.

Tilden’s Original Six Interpretive  Principles

1. To spark an interest, interpreters must relate the subject to the lives of the people in their audience.  Focus should be on the needs and desires of the visitor as the first element of consideration by the interpreter.

2. Information, as such, is not interpretation.  The aim is to illuminate and reveal the alluring world.  The purpose of interpretation goes beyond providing information to reveal deeper meaning and truth.  

3. Interpretation is an art, which combines many arts, whether the materials presented are scientific, historical, or architectural.  The interpretive presentation - as a work of art - should be designed as a story that informs, entertains, and enlightens.  Interpretation is a creative activity. 

4. The chief aim is not instructional, but provocation.  The challenge is to inspire emotional and intellectual responses.  The purpose of the interpretive story is to inspire and to provoke people to broaden their horizons.  

5. Interpretation should aim to present a whole rather than a part, and must address itself to the whole visitor rather than any phase.  The visitor will first see the large significant events he will grasp relationships; he will correlate; later, he will consider details.  The interpreter should present a complete theme or thesis and address the whole person.
6. Interpretation for children, teenagers, and seniors-when these comprise uniform groups-should follow fundamentally different approaches.  
Why interpret?  What is there to tell?  What’s the big deal?
This is always the first question.  When starting the interpreter must be able to answer these questions in a convincing manner.  

The similarities and common goals with the NAI beliefs and the Coppell Parks and Recreation Department mission statement:  “Our mission is to maintain responsible stewardship of natural and allocated resources to promote quality recreational and educational opportunities that enhance the overall health of individuals and the community”.
Andrew Brown Jr. is an enormously popular park in the city of Coppell, used by visitors of all ages and diverse backgrounds.  The park is rich with a wide range of visitor participation opportunities including organized sports, trails, fishing, and nature watching to mention a few.  This attraction of resources offers a tremendous opportunity to raise visitor awareness, expand knowledge and enhance individual lives fostering life long skills.  The treasure of opportunity here is a perfect venue for the city to better fulfill its mission statement.

I suspect individuals with knowledge of the community’s history and the process leading up to the establishment and construction of the park could elaborate even further.  I think it would valuable to add information on Andrew Brown Jr. since the park carries his name.  If the Andrew Brown Jr.’s contribution was significant enough to dedicate a wonderful park with his name, his story should be worthy of presenting somewhere within the park.
Interpretive program components
· Theme – The guiding principle for all interpretation at the park – It may or not appear written anywhere other than the planning documents, but all interpretive efforts should fall within the scope of the intended theme.

· Sub-theme – further develop a thematic statement and allow a logical progression into storyline

· Storyline – the basis for interpretive content

· Information Hierarchy – Approach of handling information, from the big idea to facts, age appropriateness, details and specifics
· Goals and Objectives - Similar to a business plan, an interpretive plan creates goals and objectives.  The difference is the interpretive objectives are based upon the subject matter content and are aimed at affecting emotional, intellectual and physical changes in the visitor.  Below is the visitor experience scale:
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Andrew Brown Jr. Park East Background
Andrew Brown Jr East park is among 18 parks in the city and is the second largest.  It has the most offerings, is the most popular and is the most established.  It is connected by a paved trail system to two other parks Andrew Brown Jr. West and Central.  Bordering the park are established neighborhood with connecting sidewalks, bridges and streets.  The park is open all year round with seasonal organized sports, baseball and soccer and expensive open areas for cycling, running jogging, kite flying, toss, fishing among other activities.  Several facilities exist on the site and highlighted by the athletic and aquatic complex and Kid Kountry.
· Location: 260 East Parkway Blvd.

· Size: 148 acres

· Ponds (2)
· Fishing pier

· Picnic Shelter

· Managed Grassland

· Fishing and reptiles

· Fowl

· Existing bird program

· Trail Systems for Walking Jogging, Cycling and Skating

· Paved

· Natural

· Restroom facilities/concession
Positive Park Elements and Characteristics 
Popular with visitors

Distinct ecosystems 

· Riparian Forest

· Freshwater Marsh 

· Ponds

· Managed Grassland

· Fish and reptiles

· Fowl
· Existing bird program

Trail Systems

· Paved

· Natural

Goals 
· Provide an educational component to Andrew Brown Jr. Park.
· Increase visitor knowledge of natural and cultural resources.
· Enhance the enjoyment of existing activities: fishing, bird watching, walking, being with family.

· Increase citizen participation with wildlife: fishing, wildlife watching, and natural resources.  
· Foster stewards for the natural and cultural resources.
· Better fulfill Park and Recreation Department mission.
Objectives

· Citizens will be able to identify common plants, animals, and fish.
· Visitors will be able to identify distinctive characteristics of park eco systems and the seasonal characteristics.
· Provide understanding of park namesake, Andrew Brown Jr. and provide community facts and history.
· Citizens apply natural resource conscience planning in their own respective homes/lawns.  
· Citizens identify issues that are interpreted at Andrew Brown Jr. Park throughout Coppell
Theme:

The 148-acre Andrew Brown Jr. Park is an unequalled natural area within the city of Coppell offering a treasure trove of outdoor life.

Sub-themes:

· Four distinct eco-areas: Riparian Forest, Freshwater Ponds, Marsh Lands and Managed Lands make up the park
· The water, land and sky above, offer an abundance of plant and animal life.

· We connect with nature and community today and forever through the enjoyment of the natural resources.
· History connects us with our past, provides a sense of belonging in the present and can help shape our future.  




Negative Park Elements and Characteristics 





Non existent interpretive program


Confusing signage


Natural Area signs


Wildflower Area signs


Lack of theme


Missed opportunity
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